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Changwon (KOR), 7 September 2018 

ISSF Press Release N. 53/2018 
Slovakia gains Trap Mixed Team title, Poland's Bartnik rules 

the 50m Rifle 3 Positions Men event 

Changwon (KOR), 7 September 2018 - Four Olympic shooting event were contested today at the 
Changwon International Shooting Centre, in Changwon, where the ISSF World Championship is 
currently taking place. 

50m Rifle 3 Positions Men 

Poland’s Tomasz Bartnik led the men’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions event throughout the three positions, 
right to the last shot, winning the world title with 3.0 points of advantage on his closest follower. 
His final score of 460.4 points turned out to be unbeatable for his opponents, who fought for sil-
ver, bronze, and the three remaining Olympic quota places at stake.  

Bartnik had never won an ISSF gold medal, before: the 28-year-old shooter from Warsaw placed 
52nd at the 2010 ISSF World Championship in Munich (GER). Today, he walked into the final 
ranked 14th in the world. Along with the world title, Bartnik secured a quota place for Tokyo 2020.  

Croatia’s Petar Gorsa (30) followed him in second place with 457.4 points, claiming his second 
silver medal in Changwon. The bronze medal went to United States’ Michael McPhail, a 36-year-
old prone shooting specialist, who focused on 3 Positions after his main event was scrapped from 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Programme in favour of mixed team events.  

The American shooter built up his success on a strong prone position, outscoring Norway’s Hen-
rik Larsen (20), who finished in fourth with 437.0 points and claimed another quota place.  
  
As Gorsa had already won an Olympic qualification spot in the air rifle event, the fourth Olympic 
slot up for grabs at was awarded to 22-year-old Yang Haoran of the People’s Republic of China, 
who closed today’s match in 5th with 427.4 points. 

Trap Mixed Team 

34-year-old Zuzana Rehak Stefecekova and 42-year-old Erik Varga brought the Slovakian flag on 
top of the Trap Mixed Team podium for the third time in the last four competitions, ruling the final 
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at the ISSF World Championship in Changwon after claiming the brightest medal at two of this 
year’s World Cup stages. 

Previously during the championship, both of them had also won an individual medal: Rehak Ste-
fecekova took gold in yesterday’s Trap Women event, while Varga placed 2nd in the Trap Men 
final, two days ago. Moreover, in both occasions the Slovakian shooters secured an Olympic quo-
ta place for their country. 

The second Olympic slot was awarded to the silver medalist team — composed by Russian Fed-
eration’s Alexey Alipov (43) and Ekaterina Rabaya (24) — who finished five hits behind their Slo-
vakian rivals, hitting 40 clays out of 50. 

Barely missing the second Olympic quota up for grabs, Great Britain’s 29-year-old Kirsty Barr and 
31-year-old Aaron Heading took a bitter bronze medal with 33 hits out of 40 clays. The very last 
target turned out to be decisive for the British the team, who left the match because of a lower 
qualification ranking. 

Air Rifle junior events 

It took an additional shoot-off to deliver the 10m Air Rifle Men Junior title at the ISSF World Cham-
pionship in Changwon, as India’s 16-year-old Hriday Hazarika and Islamic Republic of Iran’s Amir 
Mohammad Nekounam (20) battled fiercely for the top position and finished tied at 250.1 points 
after shot number 24. 
  
There, with the gold medal on the line, the Indian shooter — gold medalist at this year’s Junior 
World Cup in Suhl (GER) — fired a great 10.3, barley prevailing over Nekounam’s 10.2 and secur-
ing the brightest medal. 
   
The podium was completed by Grigorii Shamakov (17) of the Russian Federation — bronze 
medalist at this year’s European Championship in Gyor (HUN) — who added another 3rd place to 
his collection and scored 228.6 points. 

In the women’s event, China’s 20-year-old Shi Mengyao immediately took the lead by scoring 
52.7 points in a great opening series. In the rest of the match, she lost the top position only once, 
after the shot number 12, when India’s Elavenil Valarivan briefly overtook her by a small margin. 
  
From there on, Shi immediately moved back in first place with a brilliant 10.9 then managing her 
lead over her rivals and closing the match with 250.5 points.  
  
Valarivan shot neck and neck with her teammate Shreya Agrawal, eventually bagging the silver 
medal with 249.8 points. Agrawal followed in 3rd place, collecting the bronze with 228.4. 

The ISSF World Championship in Changwon will continue tomorrow with four more finals: the 
50m Rifle 3 Positions Women, scheduled at 12:15 pm (UTC+9:00), the Trap Mixed Team Junior, 
taking place at 2:00 pm, the 25m Pistol Women, taking place at 3:30 pm, and the 25m Pistol 
Women Junior, which will close the competition day at 4:45 pm. 
  
Footage of the Olympic events will be distributed worldwide via EBU and broadcasted live on the 
ISSF website, on the Federation’s Livestream channel, on its official Facebook page and on the 
Olympic Channel. 

http://f1a4e.s87.it/frontend/track.aspx?url=http://www.issf-sports.org/competitions/venue.ashx:rQS$:cshipid=1900
https://livestream.com/ISSF
http://f1a4e.s87.it/frontend/track.aspx?url=https://www.facebook.com/ISSF.Shooting/
https://www.olympicchannel.com/en/sports/shooting/


Live results of the competitions, news and updates will be available on www.issf-sports.org and 
on all ISSF social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Weibo and Youku. 

*** 
For the complete individual and team results click here. 

For the provisional medal standings click here. 

For editorial photos click here. 

***  
Notes for the editors: 
The International Shooting Sport Federation is the governing body of the Olympic Shooting 
events, and it has over 160 affiliated National Federations worldwide. Shooting is an Olympic 
sport since the very first edition of the modern Olympic Games, Athens 1896. Find out more about 
the International Shooting Sport Federation at www.issf-sports.org. 

***  
ISSF Media Contact:  
ISSF Communication Manager: marco@issf-sports.org.
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